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E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: DEPARTURE OF CHINESE AMBASSADOR 
REF PEKING 1318 

1 . AMBASSADOR CHEN CHAO-YUAN DEPARTED DEFINITIVELY FROM 
MADRID JULY 19. HE HAS RETURNED DIRECTLY TO CHINA AND 

NO ONE HERE HAD ANY INFORMATION ON WHEN CHEN CHAO-YUAN 
WOULD TAKE UP HIS NEW ASSIGNMENT IN NEW DELHI. 

2. AMBASSADOR CHEN REPORTEDLY SPOKE NO SPANISH AND 
RELIED ON AN INTERPRETER. SPANISH SOURCES HAVE SAID 
THAT HE SPENT MUCH OF HIS SUBSTANTIVE CONVERSATION 
WARNING AGAINST SOVIET DESIGNS. 

3. OF POSSIBLE INTEREST, AMBASSADOR CHEN DID NOT ATTEND OUR 
INDEPENDENCE DAY RECEPTION, CLAIMING HE HAD NOT BEEN 
INVITED (WHICH WAS NOT TRUE) AND DID NOT INVITE THE 
AMBASSADOR TO HIS FAREWELL RECEPTION. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, THE AMBASSADOR FREQUENTLY ENCOUNTERED CHEN AT 
DIPLOMATIC RECEPTIONS AND THE CONVERSATION WAS ALWAYS 
FRIENDLY, BUT NEVER SUBSTANTIVE. 
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